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TO: 

C~npli ance Sec tion, S&A Divi sion (6ASASC ) 

Thomas P. Ma rrison 
Director, Enforcement Division (6AE ) 

The writer was accoopanied on this inspection by llr. J. Sandel, Air 
Control Board (TACB), and Mr. J. C. Kinchen, City of Fort Worth, Depart'llent 
of Air Pollution Control . 

This facility r econditions 55 ga l. drums of the type with a removable 
cover (open top). Th: process consi sts of t he foll01·1ing sequence of 
operations. 

I. Cutti ng the head off lhe uru11 (if d0111cd). 
2. Beadi ng 
3. Burni ng the residue out of the urum in a r eclaw.ation furnace also 

referred to as burn out oven. 
4. 
5. 

Straightening the drum. 
Removi ng the scale in a wheelabrator shot blast enclosure w1i1~h. ., 
baghouse collector . ~ M rllt 

6. 
7. 
8. 

Painti ng the interior of the drum. 
Baking in the pai nt in a gas fired oven al 450°F. 
Painti ng the exterior . 
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The r eclama t ion furnace has 12 burners each having a capacity of 

5,000,000 6TU's. The reclamation furnace is equipped with an afterburne r 
1·1hich is st:pposed to destroy the partic l es fron the iurnace. The after­
burner has 8 burners, each having a capacity of 1,000,000 BTU's. A 
10,000 CFM 1.0. fan pulls the gas and particul ates fr om the reclamat ion 
furnace through the afte rburner. 

Prior to being placed on the conveyor for burn out, the drums are 
emptied i nto a dumpster which ~,hen full i s hauled to a landfill. If, 
after the initial emptying , sone 1,1ateria l rerrains in the drun , tl,e drum 
is turned up and allo11ed to drain on the ground . This action crea tes an 
unsigh t ly r:-css on the ground as the drums can and do contain chemica l s , 
paints, solvents, etc. Accordi ng to the plant superintendent, the area 
is supposed to be kept clean but it 11as evident that good housekeeping 
practices were not be ing emp loyed. 

l F TIIE l'ACI, Fl I.MED LS NOT 
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IT IS OUE TO THE Q~ALITY 
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Another proble1,1 area, are the large cracks and hol es in the hood 
and shroud 1·1hich carry the gases and par t iculates fr om the reclamation 
furnace to the afterburner. Gray/black s- oke was escaping fron these 
holes and cracks discharging into the encl osed work area and on to the 
ambient. The superintendent stated the co,pany plans to extend the furnace 
and repdir Lhe holes and cracKs tn the nea r fu•urc although no date was 
given for the repairs. 

Another area of concern ,,~s the paint booth used to pa !nt the interior 
of the drum. A fan is used to pull off t ne airborne solids and associated 
gases which disch~rge direct ly to the arr.bient as no filter is incorporated 
in the system. 

No visible emissions were observed co, ing fron the afterburner sta~k 
or the wheelabrator baghouse, the only t.-o point sources within the plant 
where visible emissions might occur. 

Most of the floor area of the plant was covered with dust particles 
as was the area where the drums are received and emptied. 

The entire plant and grounds represent a source of fugitive 
emissions and as such should be close ly r onitored by the city of Fort \/orth. 

Enclosure 

1r TH E PAGf. ru • .'1Eo 1s NOT l 
i\3 LEG IBU AS THIS LABEL, 
IT IS DUE TO THE QUALlTY 
Of THf. ~RLGINAL. 
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